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PURPOSE 

This report presents a new agreement for the continuation of contributions 
between the Department of Transport & Main Roads (DTMR) and Redland City 
Council (RCC) through to December 2018 for Translink Southern Moreton Bay 
Islands (SMBI) passenger ferry services.  The purpose of this report is to request 
approval for the agreement to be signed under the delegated authority of the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO). 

BACKGROUND 

 19 June 2013 – Council resolved to raise a special charge in the annual 
budget for 2013-2014 to fund the contribution agreed to under the Funding 
Agreement executed 18 December 2012 for ferry operations to SMBI 
between RCC and the State of Queensland (acting through DTMR). 

 27 June 2013 – Council adopted the SMBI TransLink Operations Special 
Charge Overall Plan and the 2013-2014 Annual Implementation Plan. 

 26 June 2014 – Council adopted the SMBI TransLink Operations 2014-2015 
Annual Implementation Plan. 

 25 June 2015 – Council adopted the SMBI TransLink Operations Special 
Charge Amended Overall Plan and the 2015-2016 Annual Implementation 
Plan. 

 9 September 2015 – Council resolved to advise DTMR to investigate 3 items 
listed in the resolution.  A letter regarding the resolution was provided to 
DTMR on 11 September 2015. 

 17 November 2015 – DTMR provided a response to the 3 resolution items. 

https://edrms-prd.rccprd.redland.qld.gov.au/id:zA17532
https://edrms-prd.rccprd.redland.qld.gov.au/id:A653633
https://edrms-prd.rccprd.redland.qld.gov.au/id:A653594
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ISSUES 

Three issues were raised as part of a resolution by Council at its General Meeting 
of 9 September 2015 (Attachment 1) about public transport for residents of SMBI.  
These issues have now been responded to by DTMR (Attachment 2).’ 

DTMR have indicated that they are committed to working collaboratively with RCC 
and local operators to continue to improve delivery of transport services. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Legislative Requirements 

Section 92 of the Local Government Act 2009 (LGA) and Section 94 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012 (Regulation) require a resolution by Council to levy 
special rates or charges, and the adoption of an overall plan and an annual 
implementation plan to identify the rateable land and services/activities/facilities 
being supplied (whether or not the service is supplied or undertaken by the local 
government). 

Council adopted the SMBI Translink Operations Special Charge Amended Overall 
Plan and the 2015-2016 Annual Implementation Plan on 25 June 2015. 

Risk Management 

The adoption of a special charge for the payment of the financial obligations under 
the funding agreement will provide transparency for the SMBI residents and 
ratepayers in the benefited area regarding the purpose of the funds collected. 

Financial 

The amount for the 2015-2016 financial year for the Annual Implementation Plan is 
$962,084.  This was calculated based on the CPI of the existing contribution in 
2014-2015.  The new agreement states a baseline contribution of $950,000, 
meaning that the adopted levy will recover more than what is required in 2015-
2016.  It is anticipated that the 2016-2017 amount will be adjusted by the 
difference of these 2 amounts. 

People 

Nil impact expected. 

Environmental 

Nil impact expected. 

Social 

Nil impact expected. 

Alignment with Council's Policy and Plans 

This report aligns with Council’s Corporate Plan 2015-2020: 

2. Green Living 
2.5  Transport planning reflects a desire to maximise economic, 

environmental and liveability outcomes through quality road design, 
public transport, pedestrian and cycling strategies. 
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6. Supportive and vibrant economy 
6.1 Council supports infrastructure that encourages business and tourism 

growth. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation has been held with Councillors, the Executive Leadership team, 
senior management of City Infrastructure, Financial Services and General 
Counsel. 

OPTIONS 

Option 1 

That Council resolves as follows: 

1. To delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer, under s257(1)(b) of the 
Local Government Act 2009 to: execute agreement as attached; and 

2. That the report and attachments remain confidential until a formal 
announcement relating to this agreement has been made by the State 
Government. 

Option 2 

That Council resolve not to delegate this authority to the Chief Executive Officer 
and note the attached agreement. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolves as follows: 

1. To delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer, under s257(1)(b) of 
the Local Government Act 2009 to execute agreement as attached; and  

2. That the report and attachments remain confidential until a formal 
announcement relating to this agreement has been made by the State 
Government. 
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6.3 FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR FERRY OPERATIONS TO SMBI 

At the General Meeting of 12 August 2015 Council resolved ‘that this item lie on the 
table until a Councillor workshop is conducted and further discussions are held with 
the State’. 

This item will be presented to a future General Meeting for consideration. 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Moved by: Cr A Beard 

That the matter be taken from the table. 

CARRIED 10/0 

Crs Boglary, Ogilvie, Hardman, Hewlett, Elliott, Talty, Beard, Gleeson, Bishop and 
Williams voted FOR the motion. 

Cr Edwards was absent from the meeting. 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Moved by: Cr A Beard 
Seconded by: Cr W Boglary 

That Council resolves that the Minister be requested to: 

1. Undertake a review of the ferry arrival times at Weinam Creek to achieve a
minimum of 10 minute difference between scheduled ferry arrivals and
connecting bus departures;

2. Include SMBI TransLink services into the recently announced Fare Review

that seeks a new fare path strategy that promotes fairness, addresses

affordability, and promotes patronage growth for public transport in South

East Queensland; and

3. Ensure that TransLink negotiations with the SMBI ferry services include

options for increased vessel capacity and/or frequency to address shortfalls

in peak travel time demand.

CARRIED 10/0 

Crs Boglary, Ogilvie, Hardman, Hewlett, Elliott, Talty, Beard, Gleeson, Bishop and 
Williams voted FOR the motion. 

Cr Edwards was absent from the meeting. 
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